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 “True greatness only happens when we serve one another” 
 
Read Mark 10:32–45 
 

The cross creeps ever closer in our Lord’s relentless march toward 
Jerusalem.  The disciples were astonished and afraid with the sense of 
determination and inevitability of the imminent event.   There was still 
significant “mental fog” shrouding the minds of His immediate disciples. 
Again, Jesus reminds them of the fearful moment through graphic and 
vivid imagery.  It is against the backdrop of the cross that we must read 
the request of two brothers. 
 
Though we “moan” and speak of their request as being insensitive and 
stupid, we are no less foolish.  This is the second time where the cross is 

spoken of and used as the setting to address requests for personal greatness (Mark 9:30-40).  
We always assume we would take the high ground.  Yet we would speak the same 
thoughtlessness and act indignant like the others upon hearing of this absurdity, but we would 
be no less guilty.  Therein lays the deadliest deception.   
 
Their arrogance blinded them to the nature of their request, and as they are probed by the 
questions asked, they continue in their delusional thinking.  The question posed by our Lord 
in verse 38 is rhetorical.  A negative response is assumed, yet with shameless impudence they 
assure our Lord of their ability.  Our Lord assures them that they will suffer, but not because 
they can, only because they will. 
 
Upon hearing of this dialogue the others are “indignant.”  Indignant speaks of “agitated, 
afflicted.”  I do not believe they were agitated by the insensitivity, arrogance, and lunacy of 
James and John.  They were kicking themselves because they had not approached the Lord 
first.  Our Lord’s explanation of Christ-like greatness is not to assuage the conflict between the 
disciples, but to explain why they were all wrong. 
 
Christ-like greatness is only possible by way of the cross.  The greatest example and display of 
this is Jesus Himself.  “He did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a 
ransom for many.”  Jesus embodied this truth.  Consider Philippians 2:3-8. 
 

3 “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another 
as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, 
but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the 
likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted 
Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus 
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EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and 
that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 
2:3-8). 

 
Jesus personifies ideas.  His words are fleshed in His actions.  What He says, He is and does.  
When God the Father wrote the story He caused the story to reveal His person and purpose.  
Jesus Christ is the perfect image of who God is and what God does.  There is nothing more 
that can be said or done than what is spoken by and worked through in the person of Jesus 
Christ.   
 
Why do we always want more than what we already have in Christ?  Our constant craving for 
things other than Him speaks to our view of Him.  If He was truly meeting our needs, then our 
ravenous wants would be silenced (or at lest blunted).  Yet we yearn for fleshly trinkets like 
recognition and public praise and personal achievement.  We persistently measure worth and 
success by the evaluation of others.  Oh how deep and formidable is the bondage we place 
ourselves in.  Only Jesus can deliver us from this insanity.  Why do we always desire to “one 
up” our neighbors, our friends, and our co-workers?  What is that compelling voice within?  
Our flesh, that animated element within all of us that aches for preeminence is incapable of co-
existing with the cross.  It must die and in its death, life is birthed.  The cross sets everything 
aright.  It kills, and through death brings life by means of rebirth.  New birth, to be born again, 
reduces our twin towers of self-righteousness and arrogant autonomy to ground zero.  New 
birth enables us to relearn priority and importance through the process of crawling, walking, 
and then running.  The disciples of yesterday and those of today must always be relearning 
the path of the cross.  We cannot afford to forget.  Any life that seeks preeminence over peers 
stands in stark contrast to the Christ.  He did not come to be served, thus why should we?  He 
came to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many, hence why not us?  The path He chose is 
very different than the one we choose, yet there is only one way to God and it has been and 
will forever be through the cross.  
 
 


